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CHAPTER 319
NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 5of 2001.
[23rd February, 2001.]
PART |
Preiminary
1. ThisAct may becited asthe National Library Service Act. Shorttitle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.

“Board” meanstheNational Library Service Board established under section
4

“Chief Librarian” meansthe Chief Librarian appointed under section 14 (2)
@;

“extension activities’ includelectures, exhibitions, adult education classes,
audio-visua showsand culturd, historical and educationd activitiesconducted
by theNational Library Service;

“information” includesall books, pamphlets, journa's, newspapers, magazines,
reports, dides, phonographicrecords, audio visual and video tapes, CD-ROMS,
theses, dissertations, plans, and any other materials, printed or otherwise,
intended for public reading and availablein theLibrary for public use;

“junior staff” meansaperson holding any post in the Serviceother than asenior
post;
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“Library” meanstheNationd Library Serviceor theheadquartersor any branch
of the National Library Service, or any service point established under this
Act, and includestherooms, entrances and passages of thelibrary building
andthecompoundinwhichitissituated;

“Minister” meansthe Minigter for thetimebeing responsiblefor libraries,
“Nationd Library” meansthelibrary establishedin section 3;

“PublicLibrary” meansalibrary that serveslocd communitiesthroughout Bdize
withfreegenerd library servicesand whichiscoordinated and supplied by the
Nationa Library Service,

“senior staff” meansaperson holding apost declared asasenior post under
section 14 (2) (b);

“Service”, “Library Service”, “servicepoint”, or “Book Centre” meansthe
National Library Serviceand any library established under thisAct.

PART II

Establishment of Serviceand Board

Establishmentof 3. Thereshal beestablishedinandfor BelizealL ibrary Serviceknown
Library Service. astheNational Library Service, for the purpose of maintaining and extending
theexigting Library Servicethroughout Bdlize, andfor soonsoring such activities

asaregeneraly conducted by libraries.
Establishmentof 4. @ For the purpose of managing, maintaining and extending the
Library Board. Service, there shall be established aBoard known asthe National Library
Service Board which shdl beabody corporate with perpetua successonand
acommon seal, with power to enter into contracts, to sue and be sued by law
initscorporate nameand may for all purposesbe described by such name,
with power to acquire, hold, mortgage, leaseand digposeof dl kindsof property,
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National Library Service [CAP.319 9

moveableor immovable, real or personal, and to do and performall such acts
and things as bodies corporate may by law do and perform, subject to the
provisonsof thisAct.

2 The common seal of the Board shall bein such form asthe
Board may gpprove, and until ased isobtained, actsof theBoardwhichrequire
theaffixing of the sedl to any documentsshall be authenticated by thesignature
of the Chairman and Secretary to the Board.

PART IlI
Administrative Provisions

5. (1) TheBoard shall consist of not morethantenmembersmadeupas  Membership
follows- of the Board.

@ eight membersappointed by theMinister, who shall
be personsrepresentative of educational, cultural,
religious and business associations or bodies, or
personsinterested in theimprovement of theLibrary
Service,

(b) one person appointed by theMinister in hisabsolute
discretion; and

(© the Chief Librarian, who shall be an ex officio
member.

2 Appointments of themembersreferred toin subsection (1) (a)
and (b) above shall be madeby the Minister after every threeyears, by the 1st
day of December.

3 Every member of the Board shall vacate his office on the
appointment of another Board but any member may bereappointed for afurther
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Appointment of
Chairperson and
Deputy
Chairperson.

Quorum.

Meetings.

term of threeyears.

4 Subject to subsection (2) above, al themembersof theBoard
appointed under subsection (1) (a) or (b) aboveshdl hold officeat thepleasure
of theMinigter.

) TheMiniger, ontherecommendation of theBoard, may revoke
the appointment of any member of the Board who is absent from three
consecutive meetingsof theBoard without leave of the Board or without giving
reasonableexcusefor hisabsence.

6. @ At itsfirst meeting, the Board shall elect from among its
membersaChairperson and aDeputy Chairperson.

2 In the absence of both the Chairperson and the Deputy
Chairperson,the Board shall € ect fromamong itsmemberspresent an Acting
Chairperson for the purpose of that meeting:

Provided that the Chief Librarian shall not be elected as Acting
Chairperson.

7. @ Five membersof the Board shall constituteaquorumfor the
transaction of business, or for voting on paperscirculated to members.

2 Subject to theexistence of aquorum, the powersof theBoard
shall not beaffected by any vacancy inthemembership of the Board.

8. @ The Board shall meet at such time as may be expedient or
necessary for thetransaction of business.

2 Decisions of the Board may betaken by amajority of votes
or, in casesin which the Chairperson may so direct, by therecording of the
opinion of memberson paperscirculated to them.
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3 The Chairperson may at any time summon ameeting of the
Board, and he shall summon ameeting of the Board at therequest of any three
membersof the Board, who shall statein writing the purposefor which they
requirethe meeting to be convened.

4 Wherethevoting on any matter isequal, the Chairperson, the
Deputy Chairperson or any member acting asChairperson shal haveacasting
vote.

9. TheChief Librarian, or in hisabsence, the next senior member of the
staff of the Library shall be Secretary to the Board and shall take minutes of
meetingsof theBoard.

PART IV
Committees, Powersand duties of the Board
10. (D) TheBoard shal beresponsiblefor
(@ coordinating and fostering the devel opment of library
resources and servicesthroughout the country by
providing leadershipin key areassuch as-
0] policy and, strategic planning;

(i) definition of standardsand appropriate
traning;

(iii)  collection, buildingand management;

(iv)  usersarvicesincluding reference,
enquiry, educationand dissemination;

(V) technology and resource sharing; and
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National Library Service

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

(vi)  partnershipand cooperation;

promoting awareness and understanding of the
nation’ scultureand history through efficient physica
and el ectronic accessto theinformation contained
inthe collection and through effectiveexhibitionand
dissamination activities,

recommending suitable personstofill senior posts
in the Library Service in accordance with the
provisionsof section 14 of thisAct;

delegating any of its duties to committees of the
Board;

incurring suchexpenditurewithinthelimitsof itsfunds
asmay be cons dered necessary and expedient for
the efficient performance of the dutiesimposed by
thisAct;

establishing and maintaining an interlibrary loan
sysemat thenationd levd;

establishing, maintaining and controlling anational
library for Belizewhich shdl -

0] operate acentrally administered network of

Public Librariesthroughout Belize so asto
make information available through
documents,

(i) provide bibliographic and technical services

to thewholelibrary system by centralized
purchasing, processing and catal oguing of
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materids,

(@iii)  collect by legal deposit the nation’ soutput of
information;

(lv)  set standards for libraries and information
centresand ensurethat thesestandardsaremet;

(V) providefor thecentra employment, trainingand
supervison of library staff inal sectionsand
branchesof the Service;

(vi)  provide appropriate extension services
including servicesto hospitals, prisons, the
housebound and the disabled and provideany
other cultural and educationd activities,

(vii)  build up acomprehensive collection of the
publication output of thenation, by legal deposit
and collect and acquireforeign publications
written by Belizean citizens or permanent
residentsor about Belize;

(viii)  compileand maintainanational bibliography
of dl printed and other materials;

(ix)  establishand maintainaunion catal ogue; and

() establish sub-committees at service points
whichshal makepalicy proposastotheBoard;

(h) advising, if called upon, small organizationssuch as
schoolsinsettinguplibraries,
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0] establishing an officefor the purpose of assigning
International Standard Book Numbers and
| nternationa Standard Serid Numbers;

0 determining and approving activities aimed at
generatingincome;

(K) acting asconsultant, if called upon, by organizations
other than governmentd,;

Q) performing such other dutiesasthe Minister may, at
therequest of the Board, confer upon the Board.

2 TheBoard shdl submittotheMinister in December eachyear
through the Chairperson, areport of theworking of theLibrary Servicefor the
previousyedar.

Committees of 11. () The Board shall establish committeesof theBoard.
the Board.
2 Themembersof acommitteeof theBoard may include persons
who are not membersof the Board.
3 The decisions of acommittee of the Board shall be of no
effect unlessapproved by theBoard.
By-laws. 12. (D) TheBoard shall, subject to theapproval of theMinister, have
power to make By-lawsfor -

@ fixingthefeestobepad by lendersfor thelatereturn
of any library information or the damage or loss of
suchinformation;

(b) theexclusion of undesirableusersfromthe Service;
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(© the proper use of the Service,
(d) maintaining good order and disciplineintheLibrary;
(e protecting the property of the Board from misuse;

® regulating the summoning of meetings and the
procedureto befollowed at meetings of the Board;

(9) the better carrying out of the purposesandprovisions
of thisAct.

2 Any person who contravenes any By-law made under this
sectionisguilty of an offenceandisliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding onethousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding Sx
monthsor to both such fineand imprisonment.

3 Any fineor feeimposed and coll ected under thissection shall
be credited to the account of theNational Library Serviceand shall be applied
towardstheddivery of servicesby theNationa Library Service.

4 If alender defaultsin paying thefeeimposed for thelatereturn
of any information borrowed fromthe Service, or for thelossor damage of any
such information, such afee shall berecoverablefrom the borrower asacivil
debt.

PARTV

Establishment and functions of National Library
and Public Library Service

13. @ Thereshall be established two unitsof the Service, knownas  Establishment of

theNational Library andthe Public Library Service. National Library
and Public
Library Service.
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National Library Service

)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

Thefunctionsof theNationa Library shal be to

(@

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)
(h)
(i)

()

(k)

provideacomprehengvereference stock with study
areasfor research;

provide information services based on effective
retrieva systems,

provideanationd bibliographic serviceby compiling
and maintaining accurate catal ogues,

acquirerepresentative collections of international
publications, especially those with close ethnic,
culturd, historica and regiond influences,

promotetheuseof current technology forinformation
access, scholarly, professional and business
communicationand efficiency;

set up professional standardsand guidelinesand
support professiond training;

act asthenationd andinternational lending centre;
provideinternationa representation;

act asastorehousefor legal deposit materias, in
print or other media;

acquire material sproduced worldwide, relating to
Bdlizeand Bdlizeans,

make resources availablewhilst taking appropriate
measuresto conserve such resourcesfor posterity;
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Q) manage an office for the purpose of assigning
International Standard Book Numbers and
Internationa Standard Serid Numbers;

(m)  be mainly responsible for the comprehensive
collection of the publication output of the nation;

(n) collect and organise publicationson aninternational
scae

(o) coordinate the work of the national public library
network;

(P providelibrary servicestothe Government of Belize
anditsagencies.

3 ThePublicLibrary Serviceshall beresponsiblefor -

@ operating a national network of free community
libraries containing materials for reference and
education, cultural and recreationa use;

(b) promoting literacy at al levels,

(© providing democratic accessto local, national and
international informationresources,

(d) providing study areas for self-learning and the
acquisitionof knowledge;

(e supporting institutions of education and learning,
particularly thosewithout their own resources,; and

® providing appropriate extension activities for
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18 CAP.319] National Library Service

disadvantaged sectors such as the disabled and
infirm, the poor or young, in homes, hospitalsand
prisons.

PART VI
Saff

Chief Librarian 14. @ The Chief Librarian and senior staff of the Service shall be
and senior staff.  fyl|-time officersand in the case of the Chief Librarian, shall beasuitably
qudified Bdizeancitizen.

2 TheChief Librarianand senior staff shal be appointed by the
Governor-Genera upon therecommendation of -

@ the PrimeMinister, in accordance with section 107
of the Belize Constitution, inthe case of the Chief
Librarian; and

(b) the Public Services Commission, after consultation
withthe Board, inthe case of other senior staff,

at such salary and allowancesas may be approved by the
Nationd Assembly.

3 Without prgjudiceto subsection (2), theprovisonsof thePublic
S.1.400f 1997. SarviceRegulaionsshall governgppointments, dismissals, promations, tranders
and disciplinary actionin respect of the senior staff of the Service.

(4)  TheChief Librarianshall -

€)] havetheright to speak at themeetingsof theBoard,
without theright to vote;
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(b) performsuch dutiesasthe Board may lawfully assign
to him, and supervise the other staff in the
performanceof their duties,

(© be responsible for the safe keeping of all funds,
documentsand other property of the Serviceandfor
theefficient running of the Service;

(d) coordinate the activitiesof committeesof the Board,

(e bethe principa administrativeofficer of the Service
and shall havethegenerd chargeof dl servicepoints.

) The power to declare the posts that are to be regarded as
senior postsfor the purposeof thisAct shal bevestedinand exercisableby the
Governor-General acting upon the recommendation of the Public Services
Commission.

15. @ TheBoard shall employ such junior staff asmayberequired,  Junior staff.
ontherecommendation of the Chief Librarian, and upon such conditionsasthe
Board may think fit.

2 Without prejudiceto subsection (1), theprovisonsof thePublic -~ S.I. 400f 1997.
Service Regulaionsshal govern gppointments, dismissas, promotions, transfers
and disciplinary actioninrespect of thejunior staff of the Service.

3 Theprovisonsof the Government (OpenVVote) W orkers  Si.1450f 1992.
Regulationsshall govern engagements, dismissals, transfersand disciplinary
actionin respect of any person holding an ancillary post of the semi-skilled or
unskilled category inthe Service.

16. @ Thepost of Chief Librarian, and thepostsof other officersand ~ Declaration of
employees, appointed pursuant to sections 14 and 15 above, who areonthe  pensionable
administrative, technical, professional, clerical and secretarial staff shall be PSS
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CAP.22.

CAP.4.

S.. 1450f 1992.

CAP.22.

CAP.22.

CAP.22.

Service points.

pens onableunder the PensonsAct, notwithstanding anything to the contrary
inthat Act or any other enactment.

2 Anofficer holding apost referredtoin subsection (1), shall be
deemed to beapublic officer within themeaning assigned to the expression
“publicofficer” insection 131 of the Belize Constitution.

3 Any person holding an ancillary post of the semiskilled or
unskilled category shall be entitled to retirement of benefits under the
Government (Open 'V ote) WorkersRegulations.

4 Wherean officer inthe public serviceistransferred toan office
inthe Serviceand heretiresor resignson pension from, or dieswhileinthe
sarviceof, the Service, hisserviceinthe public serviceshdl rank asqualifying
serviceor pensionableservice, asthe casemay be, for purposesof determining
eligibility for agratuity or pension under thePensionsAct.

5) Notwithstanding any contrary provisoninthe PensonsAct
or any other enactment amending or replacing that Act, where a person
employedinapens onableofficeby the Serviceistransferred to apensionable
post inthe public service, hisserviceinthe Service, shall rank asqualifying
serviceor pensionableservice, asthecasemay be, for purposes of
determining hisdligibility for agratuity or pension under the PensonsAct.

PART VII
Service Points
17. (@D} TheBoard shdl establishand maintain Library servicepoints
insuchtowns, villagesand other placesin Belizeastheinterestsof the Service

may fromtimetotimerequire.

2 I n establishing and maintai ning any service point, theBoard
shall seek the cooperation and assistance of local authoritiesand other public
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bodieswithin the areato be served by the service point.

3 Therespongbility for maintaining aservicepoint shal bevested
in the Board whether or not the Board receives any assistance from alocal
authority or other public body.

4 TheBoard may -

@ recogni se and accept the hel p and assi stance of
any existing advisory library committee;

(b) appoint an advisory library committeeto adviseon
the mai ntenance and management of any particul ar
service point; and may determine the number of
members of such committee and the conditions of
appointment to such committee,

(© authorizean advisory library committeeto engagein
lawful activities to raise financial support for the
development of itsservicepoint;

(d) trandfer regpongbility toalocd authority or community
group appointed by theMinigter.

18. (1) The Board may make Rules- Rulesfor
service
(@)  regulaingtheprocedureto beobservedinconnection  Points.
with the borrowing of books and documentsfrom
any servicepoint;

(b) regulating the use of the Library Service provided at
any particular service point, including thedaysand
hours during which such service point shall be open
tothepublic.
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2 Rulesmadeunder thissection shall, asfar asispracticable, be
thesamefor al service points, and may providefor the suspension of any
person who hascommitted abreach of such Rulesfromthe useof facilitiesof

the Service.
PART VIII
Financial Provisions Accountsand Reports
Finance. 19. (1) Theexpenseof carryingout the provisionsof thisshall be
defrayed out of —

@ suchmoniesasmay beappropriated for that purpose
fromtimeto timeby theNational Assembly out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund;

(b) finesand feesimposed and recovered under any
By-law madeunder thisAct;

(© subventions, donations, benefactions, endowments
or bequests given to the Library Service by any
source including regional and international
organizations, and

(d) all other sumswhich may in any manner become
payable to the Library in respect of any matter
incidenta toitsfunctions.

2 TheBoard may receivegifts, grantsor bequestsof any property
whatever and may either retain such property for the use of the Library or
disposeof such property and usethe proceedsfor the purpose of carrying out
theprovisionsof thisAct.
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3 The Board shall before the end of November in each year
prepare and submit to the Minister of Finance, through the Minister, estimates
of incomereceivableand theexpenditureto beincurred during each financia
year, including any supplementary estimates, and the Minister of Finance shal
present theestimatesto the National Assembly with such amendments, if any,
ashemay consider necessary.

20. (@)} TheLibrary shal kegp accountsof itstransactionsanddl such ~ Audit and
accountsshall beaudited by the Auditor General. accounts.

2 Themembers, agentsand employeesof theLibrary shdl grant
the Auditor-General accessto all books, documents, cash and securitiesof the
Library and shdl givetothe Auditor-Generd onrequest dl suchinformationas
may bewithin their knowledgeinrelation to the operationsof theLibrary and
the Board.

21. @ TheBoard shal, onor beforethe30th April ineachyear, submit ~ Annual reports.
totheMinister areport, for thetwelve months ending on the preceding 31st

March, containing a statement of accounts and the report of the Auditor-

Generd.

2 Thereport referred toin subsection (1), shall belaid beforethe
Nationd Assembly.

PART IX
General

22.  Subjecttotheprovisonsof any subsidiary legidation madeunder this  Free Service.
Act, theuseof theLibrary Serviceshall befreetothepublic.

23. (@D} The Board may permit any service point or other premises  Use of service
under itscontrol to beused for such purposes  asit may think fit and upon  points.
such conditionsasit may think necessary, with or without charging afeefor the
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Exemptionfrom

useof such service point or other premises.

2 The use of any premises as permitted by the Board under
subsection (1), shall not interferewith thenormal use of the servicepoint.

24. (1) All property vested in the Board whether real or personal

taxation and shall beexempted from taxation.
stamp duties.

2 Any document, instrument or certificate executed by or on
behdf of theNationa Library Serviceshadl be exempted from stamp duty.

3 Notwithstanding anything contained inany Act, all materials,
apparatusor equipment of any kind importedinto Belizeby the Board for the
purposeof carrying onitsundertakingsshall befreefromall customsduty and
any other tax.

Free postage, 25.  TheSeviceshdl bedlowedfreeinland postagefacilitiesthroughout

telephone, etc. Belize, freetelephone, facs mileand internet servicesfor the purposeof enquiry,
inter-lending and bibliography work, and free printing services from the
Government Printer.

Boardtoreceive  26. (1) TheBoard shdl beentitled to recaivefree of chargetwo copies

local publications  of any book, pamphlet, journal, newspaper, magazine, report, slides,

'rﬁg}ged for phonographic records, audio tapes, audio-visual tapes, CD-ROM S, theses,

gi stribution. dissertations, plansand any other information congtituting Belize' sculturd and
historical heritage, published or produced in Belize and intended for public
digtribution.

2 Any personwho, ondemand, fail sto comply withthissection
isguilty of anoffenceandisliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
threethousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear
or to both such fineand imprisonment.
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

27.  Thefollowingpropertiesarehereby vestedinthe Board for the purposes
of thisAct -

@ theplot of land and buildingsdescribedinthe First
Schedule

(b) theplot of land and buildingsdescribed inthe Second
Schedule.

(© theplot of land and buildingsdescribed inthe Third
Schedule

28. (1 TheNational Library Service Act shall stand repealed at the
commencement of thisAct.

2 All subsidiary legislation made under the National Library
ServiceAct shdl continueinforce after the commencement of thisAct to such
an extent that they are not inconsistent with thisAct, until repealed or revoked
by subsidiary legidation madeunder thisAct.

3 ThisAct shal comeinto force on adateto be appointed by the
Minister by Order published inthe Gazette.
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26 CAP. 319 National Library Service

FIRST SCHEDULE
(Section 27 (a))

Theplot of land situate on North Front Street in Belize City and marked as
Lot No. 924 onthe Officia Plan of Belize City, conveyed by Robert Sydney
Turtonto Sir Alan Cuthbert Maxwell Burns, former Governor of Belizeandto
CharlesWilton Wood Greenridge, former Chief Justiceof Belize, as Trustees,
for useasapubliclibrary, by deed dated 25th day of June, 1935, and recorded
in the Registry of Deeds Book No. 32 of Folios 548 - 9, together with all
buildings erected on theland, subject to thereversionary interest of Robert
Sydney Turton, hisheirsand assignsreserved by the Deed.

SECOND SCHEDULE

(Section 27 (b))
Theplot of land situate on Front Street in Dangriga Town and marked asL ot
9ontheOfficid Plan of DangrigaTown and conveyedtotheNationd Library
Board, for use as a public library, by deed dated 20th day of December,
1995, and recorded in the Registry of Deeds Book Volume 2 of 1996 at
Folios333- 346, together withall buildingserected ontheland.

THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 27 (c))

Theplot of land situate on PrincessMargaret Drivein Belize City now and
formerly used by theLeo Bradley Library.
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