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No. 7 0f2006

Iassent,

(SIR COLVILLE N. YOUNG)

Governor-General
25th September,2006

AN ACT to make new and better provisions for the
establishment of a Belize National Library Service
and Information System; to provide for the
establishmentand composition of a Belize National
LibraryService and Information System Board; to
provide for the appointment of the Belize National
Library Service and Information System staff; to
repeal the National LibraryService Act, Chapter 319
of the Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition
2000-2003; and to provide for matters connected
therewith orincidental thereto.

(Gazetted 30th September, 2006.)

BE IT ENACTED, by and with the advice and consent
of the House of Representatives and the Senate of
Belize and by the authority of the same, as follows:

PART 1
PRELIMINARY

1. This Actmay be cited as the Short title.

BELIZE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE AND
INFORMATION SYSTEM ACT, 2006
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Interpretation. 2. InthisAct,unlessthe context otherwise requires:

“Board” means the Belize National Library
Service and Information System Board
established undersection4;

“ChiefLibrarian” meansthe Chief Librarian
appointed undersection 14;

“documentary heritage” means the total of
publishedandunpublisheddocumentsemanating

from Belize orrelating to Belize;

“extension activities” include lectures,
exhibitions, adulteducation classes, audio-visual
shows, cultural, historical and educational
activities conducted by the Belize National
LibraryServiceand Information System;

“information” meansdata thatis organized,
recorded, classified, related ormterpreted within

acontext, toconveya meaning orause;

“informationservice” meanstheobtaimingof, or
granting of access to, as well as accessing,
listening, processing, and disseminating of
mformation;

“Library” meansthe Belize National Library
Service and Information System or the
headquarters or any branch of the Belize
National Library Service and Information
System, or any service pointestablished under
thisAct,and includestherooms, entrancesand
passageofthelibrarybuildingand thecompound

inwhich itissituated.

“library materials” means materialin the
collection;

“material” means any book, periodical,
newspaper, pamphlet, picture, print,
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photograph, map, chart, plan ormanuscript,
computer software, audiovisual production,
sound recording, or any otherarticle forming
partofthe contents of alibrarywhich maybe
published orunpublished;

“Minister” meansthe Ministerforthetimebeing
responsibleforlibraries;

“NationalLibrary” meansthelibraryestablished
msection 3responsibleforthe comprehensive
collectionof the publication outputofthenation;
thecompilationand maintenanceof thenational
bibliography; the collection and organization of
publications on aninternational scale; the
coordination of the national publiclibrary
network; and the provision of libraryservicesto
governmentanditsagencies;

“PublicLibrary” means alibrary thatserves
local communities throughout Belize with free
generallibraryservices whichis coordinated
and supplied by the Belize National Library
Serviceand Information System;

“Service”, “Library Service”, “service point”,
or “book Center” means the National Library
and anylibraryestablished underthisAct.

PART I1
ESTABLISHMENT OF BELIZE NATIONAL
LIBRARY SERVICE AND INFORMATION

SYSTEM AND BOARD

3.Thereshall be established in and for Belize a National
LibraryService and Information System, which shall beabody
corporatewith perpetual succession and acommonseal, with
power to enter into contracts, to sue and be sued by lawin
itscorporate nameand which mayforall purposesbedescribed

Establishment
of Belize
National
Library
Service and
Information
System.
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bysuchname, with power to acquire, hold, mortgage, lease
anddisposeofallkinds of property, moveableand immovable,
real or personal, to borrow such sums as may be required
formeeting any ofits obligations or for discharging any of its
functions, and to do and perform all such acts and things as
bodies corporate maybylawdo and perform, subjectto the

provisions of this Act.
Establishment 4. (1) Forthepurpose of managing, maintaining and
of Board. extending the Service, there shall be established a Board
knownastheBelize National Library Serviceand Information
System Board.

(2) The common seal of the Service shall be in such
form asthe Board may approve,and until asealisobtained,
acts of the Service which require the affixing of the seal to
anydocumentsshall be authenticated by the signature of the
Chairperson and Secretary to the Board.

Composition 5. (1) The Board shall consistof not more than ten
of the Board.  mempers made up as follows:

(a) threemembersappointedbythe Minister;

(b) onememberwhoshallbearepresentativeofa
culturalorganization;

(¢) onememberwhoshallbearepresentativeofan
educational organization;

(d)  onememberwhoshallbearepresentativeofthe
businesscommunity, nominated jointlybythe
BelizeChamberofCommerceand Industryand
the Belize Business Bureau;

(e) onememberwhoshallbearepresentativeofthe
religiouscommunity;
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(f) onememberwhoshallbearepresentative of

civilsociety;

(g) onememberwhoshallbearepresentativeofthe
publishingindustry;and

(h) onememberwhoshallbearepresentativeofthe
Service.

(2) Appointments of the members referred to in
subsection (1) above shall be made after every three years,
by the 1* day of December.

(3) Everymember of the Board shall vacate his office
onthe appointmentof another Board butany member may
bereappointed for a further term of three years.

(4) The Minister, on therecommendation of the Board,
mayrevoke theappointmentof anymemberof the Board who
1sabsentfrom three consecutive meetings of the Board without
leave of the Board or without giving reasonable excuse for
hisabsence.

6. (1) Atitsfirstmeeting, the Board shall electfrom  Appointment
amongitsmembersa Chairperson and a Deputy Chairperson. chhairperson
and Deputy
(2) Inthe absence of both the Chairpersonand the ~ hairpersen:
Deputy Chairperson, the Board shall elect from amongits
members presentan Acting Chairperson for the purpose of

thatmeeting:

Provided thatarepresentative of the Service on the
Board shallnotbe elected as Acting Chairperson.

7. (1) Sxmembersofthe Boardshallconstituteaquorum ~ Quorum.
for the transaction of business, or for voting on papers
circulated tomembers.
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(2) Subjecttothe existence of aquorum, the powers
of the Board shall notbe affected by anyvacancyin the
membership of the Board.

Meetings. 8. (1) TheBoardshallmeetatleastonce every quarter
atsuch time and place asmay be expedientor necessary for
the transaction of business.

(2) Decisionsofthe Board maybe taken by amajority
ofvotes, and if an emergency decisionisneeded, provisions
can bemade for papersto be circulated to members.

(3) TheChairpersonmayatanytimesummonameeting
of the Board, and shall summon ameeting of the Board at
the request of any three members of the Board, who shall
statein writing the purpose forwhich theyrequire themeeting
tobe convened.

(4) Where the voting on any matter is equal, the
Chairperson,the Deputy Chairperson oranymemberacting
as Chairperson shall have a casting vote.

Secretary to 9. The Chief Librarian, or an officer of the Service

the Board. designated by the Chief Librarian, shall be Secretaryto the
Board, with the right to speak atthe meetings of the Board,
butwithout the righttovote.

PART I11
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD

10. (1) Theprincipal dutyof the Board shall be to ensure

Specific

powers and theproperand efficientperformanceof thefunctionsand key
duties of the . .

Board. issues of the Service, such as -

(a) appointing the Chief Librarian, and acting in
consultationwith the Chief Librarianmappointingotherstaff;

(b) mmcurringsuch expenditurewithin thelimits of its
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funds asmaybe considered necessary and expedient for the
efficient performance of the duties imposed by this Act;

(¢)performingsuch other duties as the Minister may,
attherequestof the Board, confer on the Board.

(2) The Board shall submitto the Minister each year
through the Chairperson, areportof theworkingof the Service
for the previousyear.

11. (1) The Board may atany time establish committees
of the Board for specific purposes.

(2) Inestablishingand maintaininganyservice point,
the Board shall seek the cooperation and assistance of local
authoritiesand other publicbodieswithin the area tobeserved
by the service point.

(3) Theresponsibilityfor maintaining aservice point
shall bevested in the Board whether ornotthe Board receives
any assistance from alocal authority or other publicbody.

(4) Theestablishment oflibraries, resource centers,
bookmobiles or any other type of library in any community
byany private individual or organization for publicuse shall
onlybe done with the approval of the Board.

(5) The Board may make rules for the better carrying
out of the provisions of this Act.

(6) Withoutprejudiceto the generality of subsection
(5)above,suchrulesmay provide forall orany of the following
matters:

(a) the wages, salaries and other remuneration of staff
of the Service;

(b) the terms and conditions of service of the staff of
the Service;

Committees
of the Board.
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(¢) theappointment,dismissaland disciplinarycontrol
over staff of the Services;

(d) thefees and other charges to be paid by patrons;

(e) themannerinwhichanycontraventionofanypolicy
made under this section maybe dealtwith.

PART 1V
ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONS OF BELIZE
NATIONAL LIBRARY
AND PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE

Establishment 12.(1) Thereshall beestablished twounitsof the Service,
of Belize knownrespectivelyasthe BelizeNational LibraryServiceand
National . . .

Library and the Public Library Service.

Public
Library
Service.

(2) The keymission of the National Libraryshall be
to -

(a) contributetosocio-economicdevelopmentby
collecting, recording, preservingand making
available thenational documentaryheritage,
and by facilitating access to information
resources;

(b) actasthelegaldepositorybodythatcollectsthe
nation’soutputofinformation;

(c) provideacomprehensivereferencestockwith
studyareasforresearch;

(d)  provideinformationservicesbasedoneffective
retrieval systems;

(e) provideand mantainanationalbibliographic
servicebycompilingaccurate catalogsand the
productionofanationalbibliography;
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(f)

(g)

(h)

b)

(k)

(1)

acquirerepresentativecollectionsofinternational
publications, especially thosewith closeethnic,
cultural, historicalandregionalinfluences;

promote and mantain the use of current
technologyforinformationaccess,scholarly,
professionaland businesscommunicationand
efficiency;

providereference and information services
nationallyandinternationally;

make resources available whilst taking
appropriate measures to conserve such
resourcesforposterity;

bethe central depositoryof thedocumentary
resources, bibliographical and non-
bibliographical,of Belizeand about Belize,asa
paramountrepositoryofinformationforresearch
onBelize;

providelibraryservicesto the Governmentof
Belizeanditsagencies;

establish an officeforthe purposeofassigning
International Standard Book Numbers and
International Standard Serial Numbers.

(3) The Public Library Service shall be responsible for

(@)

(6)

operatinganationalnetworkoffreecommunity
librariescontamingmaterialsforreferenceand
educational, culturalandrecreationaluse;

promotingliteracyatalllevels;
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(¢) providingdemocraticaccesstolocal,national
andinternationalinformationresources;

(d) providingstudyareasforself-learningand the
acquisitionofknowledge;

(e) supportingmstitutionsofeducationandlearning,
particularly thosewithouttheirownresources;

(f)  providingappropriateextensionactivitiesfor
disadvantagedsectorssuchastheinfirm, persons
withdisabilities, the poororyoung, orpersons
mhospitalsand prisons;

(g) establishingandmaintainingaunioncatalogiand

(h) advisingifcalledupon,smallorgamzationssuch
asschoolsinsettinguplibraries.

Library 13. Subjecttothe provisions of anysubsidiarylegislation
fel‘vice tobe  madeunderthisAct, theuseof the Library Service shall be
e free to the public.

PART V

STAFF
Chief 14. (1) TheChief Librarian and seniorstaff of the Service
;Iill:lrzzinai‘;r shall befull-time officersand in the case of the Chief Librarian,
staff. shallbeasuitably qualified and experienced citizen of a country

whichisapartytotheCaribbean Community Treaty, including
the Caricom Single Market and Economy.

(2) The Board, after consultation with the Minister,
shallappointasthe Chief Librarian of the Service asuitably
qualified and experienced personwithappropriatequalifications
i libraryand informationscience.

(3) The Chief Librarian shall-
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(a) coordinateandfosterthedevelopmentofhbrary
resourcesandservicesthroughoutthe country
of Belize by providingleadershipinkeyareas
suchas-

(i)  policyandstrategicplanning;

(ii) defimtionofstandardsandappropriate
.

(iii) collection,buildingand management;

(iv) userservicesincludingreference,enquury,
educationanddissemination;

(v) technologyandresourcesharing;and
(vi) partnership and cooperation;

(b) provide consultancy and managementservicesto
the publicand private sectors in respect of matters forand
inrelation to the establishmentand conductof a library;

(c) promote awareness and understanding of the
nation’s culture and history through efficient physical and
electronicaccesstotheinformation contained in the collection
and through effective exhibition and dissemination activities;

(d) establishand maintain aninterlibraryloan system
atthenational level;

(e) establish,maintainand controlanationallibraryfor
Belize;

(f) operateacentrallyadministered network of Public
LibrariesthroughoutBelize soastomakemformation available
through all formats of materials;
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(g) provide for the central employment, training and
supervision of librarystaffin all sections and branches of the
Service;

(h) establish sub-committees atservice-pointswhichshall
make policy proposals to the Board;

(i) determineand approveactivitiesaimed atgenerating
meome;

(j) performsuchdutiesasthe Board maylawfullyassign,
andsupervisethe otherstaffin the performance of theirduties;

(k) be responsible for the safe keeping of all funds,
documents and other property of the Service and for the
efficientrunningof the Service;

(1) ensurethatstaffresponsible for the safe keeping of
librarymaterialsbe held accountable and made to payforany
material missingwhile in their custody; and

(m)be the principal administrative officer of the Service
and have the general charge of all service points.

Declaration 15.(1) The postofthe Chief Librarian, and the posts of
zi)lgel‘)‘i‘t’:' other officers and employeeswho are on the administrative,
CAP. 30. technical, professional, clerical and secretarial staff shall be

pensionableunderthePensionsAct, notwithstandinganything
tothe contraryin thatActorany other enactment.

(2) Wherean officerinthepublicserviceis transferred
toanofficein the Service and heretires or resigns on pension
from, or dies while in the service of, the Service, his service
mthepublicserviceshallrankasqualifyingserviceorpersionable
service, as the case may be, for purposes of determining

CAP.30 eligibility for a gratuity or pension under the Pensions Act.
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(3) Notwithstanding any contrary provision in the
PensionsActoranyotherenactmentamendingorreplacing  cap.30
thatAct, where a person employed in a pensionable office
bythe Serviceistransferred toa pensionable postin the public
service, hisservicein the Serviceshall rank as qualifyingservice
or pensionableservice, as the case may be, for purposes of
determimingehigibihityforagratutyorpensionunderthePensions  cAP.30
Act.

(4) Staffmembersof the Service holding pensionable
postsshallretire on attaining the compulsoryretirementage
of fifty-five years.

(5) ThePublicService Regulationsin forceshallapply,
with the necessary modifications and adaptations, to statf of
the Service, until such time the Board makes Regulations
governing the employment conditions of staff of the Service.

PART VI
FINANCIAL PROVISIONS, ACCOUNTS AND
REPORTS

16. (1) Theexpenseof carryingoutthe provisionsofthis  Finance.
Actshall be defrayed out of -

(a) suchmoniesasmaybeappropriatedforthat
purpose from time to time by the National
Assembly outof the Consolidated Revenue

Fund;

(b) finesandfeesimposedandrecoveredunderany
By-lawsmadeunderthisAct;

(c¢) subventions, donations, benefactions,
endowmentsorbequestsgiventotheLibrary
Servicebyanysourceincludingregional and
mternationalorganizations;and

(d) allothersumswhichmayinanymannerbecome
payabletotheLibraryinrespectof anymatter
mcidental toitsfunctions.
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Audit and
accounts.

Annual
report.

Exemption
from taxation
and stamp
duty.

(2) The Board may receive gifts, grants or bequests
of anypropertywhatever and may eitherretain such property
forthe use of the Library or dispose of such property and
usethe proceedsforthe purpose of carryingout the provisions
of this Act.

(3) The Board shall before the end of Novemberin
eachyear prepare and submit to the Minister of Finance,
through the Minister, estimates of income and expenditure to
be incurred during each financial year, including any
supplementary estimates, and the Minister of Finance shall
presentthe estimates to the National Assembly with such
amendments,if any, ashe may consider necessary.

17.(1) TheServiceshallkeep accounts of its transactions
and allsuch accountsshallbe audited by the Auditor General.

(2) Themembers, agents and staff of the Serviceshall
grantthe Auditor General accessto allbooks,documents, cash
and securities of the Service and shall give to the Auditor
Generalonrequestallsuchinformation asmaybewithin their
knowledgeinrelation to the operations of the Service and the
Board.

18.(1) The Board shall, on or before the 30th Aprilin
eachyear,submittothe Minister areport, for the twelvemonths
endingon the preceding 31**March, containing a statement
of accounts and the report of the Auditor General.

(2) Thereportreferred toinsubsection (1)shall be
laid before the National Assembly.

PART VII
LEGAL AND GENERAL

19. (1) Anydocument, instrumentor certificate executed
byoronbehalf of the Service shall be exempted from stamp
duty.
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(2) Notwithstandinganythingcontained in anyAct, all
materials, apparatus orequipmentof any kind imported into
Belize by the Board for the purposes of carrying on its
undertakingsshallbefreefromall customsdutyand any other
tax or impost.

(4)All property vested in the Board whetherreal or
personal shall be exempted from taxation.

20.(1)The Serviceshall be allowed free inland postage ~ Free postage,
facilitiesthroughoutBelize, freetelephone, facsimileand internet ::}:Phone’
servicesforthepurposeofenquiry, nterlendingand bibliography

work.

(2) The Library shall be entitled to receive free of
charge within thirty days of release two copies of any book,
pamphlet, journal, newspaper, magazine, report, slide,
phonographicrecord, audio tape, audio-visual tape, CD-
ROM, DVD, thesis, dissertation, plan and anyinformation
constituting Belize’s cultural and historical heritage, published
or produced in Belize and intended for publicdistribution.

(3) Anypersonwho,ondemand, fails to complywith
thissectionis guilty of an offence and isliable on summary
conviction to afine notexceeding three thousand dollars or
toimprisonmentforatermnotexceeding oneyearortoboth
suchfineand imprisonment.

(4)Any fine or fee imposed and collected under this
sectionshallbe credited to the accountof the Libraryand shall
be applied towards the delivery of services by the Library.

(5) Ifalender defaultsin paying the fee imposed for
thelatereturn of anyinformation borrowed from the Service,
orfortheloss ordamage of anysuch information, such afee
shall be recoverable as a civil debt.
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(6) TheServiceshall collaboratewith any organization
i Belizegranting permission toforeignersconductingresearch,
toensure thatcopies of the completed research be deposited
with the Service.

(7) The Service shall be a perpetual body with a
mandate to preserveitsentire holdings notwitstanding claims
byanyothernational entity with asimilar purpose.

Vesting of 21.(1) Thefollowing properties are herebyvested in the
property. Board for the purposes of this Act -
First (a) theplotofland and buildingsdescribedinthe
Schedule. FirstSchedule;

Second (b) theplotofland andbuildingsdescribedinthe
Schedule. Second Schedule;

Third (c) theplotofland and buildingsdescribedinthe
Sehedule. ThirdSchedule.

(2) TheServiceshall, on application to the Minister
responsibleforlands, begranted a plotofland many community
for the purpose of buildingalibrary.

Repeals, 22.(1) The National Library Service Actshall stand
savings and repealed atthe commencementof this Act.

commencement.

CAP. 319

(2) Allsubsidiarylegislation made underthe National

Library Service Act shall continue in force after the

commencementof thisActtosuch anextentthattheyarenot

CAP. 319. mconsistentwith thisAct,untilrepealed orrevoked by subsidiary
legislation made under this Act.

(3) This Act shall come into force on a date to be
appointed by the Minister by Order published in the Gazette.

Printed in Belize by the Government Printer
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FIRSTSCHEDULE
[Section21]

Theplotoflandsituate on North Front Streetin Belize City and marked as Lot No.
924 onthe Official Plan of Belize City, conveyed by Robert Sydney Turtonto Sir
Alan Cuthbert Maxwell Burns, former Governor of Belize and to Charles Wilton
Wood Greenridge, former Chief Justice of Belize, as Trustees, for the use asa
publiclibrary, by deed dated 25" day of June, 1935, and recorded inthe Registry
of Deeds Book No. 32 atfolios 548 - 9, together with all buildings erected onthe
land, subject to the reversionary interest of Robert Sydney Turton, hisheirsan
assigns reserved by the Deed.

SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section21]

Theplotofland situate on Front Street in Dangriga Townand markedas Lot 9 on
the Official Plan of Dangriga Townand conveyedtothe National Library Board for
useasapubliclibrary, by deed dated 20" day of December, 1995, and recorded
inthe Registry of Deeds Book VVolume 2 of 1996 at folios 333 - 346, together with
allbuildingserected onthe land.

THIRD SCHEDULE
[Section21]

Theplotof landsituate on Princess Margaret Drive in Belize City nowand formerly
used by the Leo Bradley Library.



